ICANN80 AFRALO Roundtable Discussions

Session 1: 
Title: 	Enhancing Internet Infrastructure in Africa for  an inclusive Internet 

Time: Morning session 75 min - Monday 10th June. (9:00-10:15 am) 
Moderators: Hadia Elminiawi and Bukola Oronti 
Speakers:
Dr. Nii Quaynor
Alan Barrett
Catherine Adeya
Leon Sanchez
Mr Audace Niyonkuru for the Rwanda Government

Session Objectives:
This session is designed to facilitate a discussion on the DNS infrastructure in Africa, aiming to identify and understand the principle challenges and barriers. The session will share relevant success stories and initiatives from the region and highlight potential investment opportunities. Additionally, the session will address concerns from attendees and develop recommendations for the At-large community to support the further development of the DNS infrastructure in Africa.

Panel discussion questions:


I. Challenges in DNS infrastructure

1. What are the most pressing cybersecurity threats currently facing Africa’s DNS infrastructure and how can they be effectively mitigated? 
(Relevance to ICANN’s remit:  DNS abuse and means to mitigate DNS abuse)
2. How significant are content and language barriers in hindering digital inclusion across Africa and what strategies are being implemented to overcome these challenges? 
(Relevance to ICANN’s remit:  new gTLDs, IDNs and UA)

II. Success and impact of initiatives

1. How has the Coalition for Digital Africa made a difference since its inception in improving the DNS infrastructure in Africa? 
2. Can you share success stories about ICANN initiatives in the region that have contributed to enhancing the DNS infrastructure in Africa?  
3. Could you share examples of successful implementation of Universal Acceptance in Africa, highlighting how these initiatives have made a difference?

II. Investment opportunities

1. What are the current and upcoming investment opportunities in the DNS infrastructure in Africa? (Relevance to ICANN's remit: gTLD next round, grant programs)

III. Audience engagement 

1. What are the most concerns or questions from attendees about the DNS infrastructure in Africa and how can the panel address these concerns? 
 

IV. Recommendations

1. Can you recommend some actions for the At-large community to help in the development of the DNS infrastructure in Africa?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Session 2: 

Title: Building a Multilingual Internet: Opportunities and Challenges

Monday 10th  of June - 90 min session

Session Objectives: 
This session will explore and understand the significance of multilingualism in achieving global inclusivity. The session will try to identify and discuss effective strategies and examples to promote multilingualism, local content and UA adoption in Africa. Additionally it will gather insights from stakeholders on the successes and challenges they encountered. Finally, the session will outline a collaborative roadmap for enhancing internet inclusivity across Africa.

Moderators: AFRALO member from UASG (Anil Kumar Jain) and Houda Chichi an AFRALO member TBD and Aziz Hilali 

Panelists:
1. Sarmad Hussain (remote)
2. Amina Ramallan
3. Al Hassane 
4. Nabil Benamar 
5. Catherine Adeya
6. Alan Barrett
7. Nodumo Dhlamin  from Association of African Universities 
8. ICANN org staff from African coalition

Panel Discussion Questions:

Current landscape of the Internet 


1. How crucial is multilingualism to achieving global inclusivity and what steps can be taken to better represent the African population online?

Strategies for promoting Multilingualism
1. What are some successful examples of domain names and email addresses being used in local languages within Africa?
2. Can you discuss any local initiatives that have effectively promoted local content in African languages?
3. How important are collaborations and partnerships in advancing multilingual capabilities on the Internet? Could you provide an example of a successful partnership?

Stakeholders Perspectives
1. What strategies have been effective in overcoming the challenges associated with adopting UA in your country?
2. Could you share a success story or a particular challenge you faced while promoting UA adoption?

Closing Remarks and recommendations
1. What are the key takeaways from today's session that we can take forward to help promote and implement UA in Africa?
2. What are the next steps for stakeholders in supporting a multilingual landscape in Africa?



Online Google document: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1joFtU_0Cw_bc6sLkDh1A8ba1vGwwPyMUog9tAjPngng/edit

