Prof. Wolfgang Kleinwächter

Background Information for the candidature to become ALAC´s Liaison to the ICANN Board 

June 2007

My involvement into ICANN issues goes back to the 1990s. Since Singapore 1999 I have participated in all 28 ICANN Board meetings, mainly as a critical academic observer, engaged primarily in At Large membership issues. I know the corporation from inside, both in its history, its structure and its subjects. 
From the very early days of ICANN I was involved into At Large Membership issues. I participated actively in the Membership Advisory Committee (MAC) in 1999/2000 and became actively involved in the Online At Large Elections of 2000 as member of ICANNs Membership Implementation Task Force (MITF), with a special responsibility for Central and Eastern Europe. In 2001 and 2002 I organized at each ICANN meeting together with Hans Klein the “Member`s Dialogue with ALM Directors”. In 2002 I was elected into the Board of an Interim At Large Committee which was substituted later by ALAC. I was also involved in the discussions of the At Large Study Group (ALSG), chaired by Carl Bildt, which analyzed the results of the elections. In 2003 I organized the so-called “Milan Process” which was directed towards the building of an EURALO. I am also the ALAC liaison of the Medienstadt Leipzig e.V., a recognized At Large Structure (ALS), where I helped to take the final steps in building the European Regional At Large Organisation (EURALO). On behalf of Medienstadt Leipzig e.V. I signed the EURALO-ICANN MoU in Lisbon, Mach 2007. During the forthcoming ICANN meeting in San Juan I organized an ALAC Workshop on new GEO-TLDs. Furthermore I represented ALAC in the NomCom 2005/2006 and 2006/2007.
In 2000 I founded the ICANN Studienkreis, an European ICANN Watchdog, which organizes an annual conference (Leipzig 2000, Zürich 2001, Salzburg 2002, Moscow 2003, Berlin 2003, Aarhus 2004, Brussels 2005, Prague 2006, Warsaw 2007). More than 1000 experts, including numerous ICANN directors, have participated in the eight meetings so far. As part of these conferences, I organized a number of At Large outreach meetings (inter alia in Salzburg, Moscow, Berlin, Aarhus and Prague). In organizing the meetings I worked closely together with ccTLD and gTLD Registries (DENIC, SWITCH, nic.at, PIR, CZ-NIC, Afilias, VeriSign and CENTR), RIRs (RIPE-NCC) and a number of Registrars (inter alia United Domains, Knipp).   
I always supported the idea that the individual Internet users need a strong voice and – where appropriate – also a strong vote in the ICANN process to protect their interests in particular in areas like freedom of expression, privacy and development. I also was engaged to redefine the understanding of an Internet user organisation within ICANN as a consumer protection organisation which will probably become more important in the future, taking into account affairs like the insolvence of RegistryFly  and other related issues. 

Based on this values and visions, I was engaged also in the broader political environment of ICANN activities, notably in the process of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). In June 2002 I co-founded – with Y J Pak – the Civil Society Internet Governance Caucus and co-chaired the Caucus until the Geneva Summit in December 2003. I was a member of the Civil Society WSIS Bureau from 2002 to 2005. In 2004/2005 I was appointed as a member of the UN Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG) and became in 2006 a Special Adviser to the chair of the new Internet Governance Forum (IGF). I was involved in the activities of the UN ICT Task Force and became a member of the High Level Advisory Group of the new Global Alliance for ICT and Development (GAID).

In these functions I always engaged myself in particular in activities towards bridging the digital divide. I studied and analyzed more in depth the real Internet situation in developing countries, especially in Africa. I participated in the AFRINIC meeting in Nairobi (May 2006) and wrote a study on Internet Core Resource Management in the Sub-Saharian Africa for the Committee on Economic Cooperation of the German Bundestag. I was invited by the Egyptian government to chair a panel on Internet Governance during the African Ministerial WSIS Preparatory Conference in Cairo, May 2005.  I was also invited by the Brazilian government for the regional WSIS Ministerial Conference in Rio de Janeiro in 2005 and used this and other opportunities to get a better inside knowledge about the Internet situation in Latin America. In Asia I used a number of conferences to establish contacts and had recently lectures in Singapore at the Nanyang Technology University and in Hongkong at the Baptist University.  

I was also involved in the WSIS City Summit in Bilbao where I organized together with UNITAR the European regional preparatory meeting in Leipzig, June 2005. 

As part of these activities I initiated a process towards the establishment of the “Global Internet Governance Academic Network” (GIGANET), which was established in 2006 and had its first academic symposium during the IGF in Athens, October 2006, where I was a key note speaker. In 2007 I founded the European Internet Governance Summer School (EURO-SSIG) which will have its first course in August 2007 in Meissen/Germany with six fellows from developing countries.  

In my main job I am a university professor for International Communication Policy at the Department for Media and Information Studies of the University of Aarhus (since 1998) where I have an annual full course on “Internet Policy and Regulation” (60 hours, 15 ECPTs). Previous academic positions included professorships at the universities of Leipzig, Tampere, Oerebro, Halle and the American University in Washington DC.

In my research work I published numerous books and articles in leading international journals on the information society, Internet Governance and other information, communication, media and broadcasting related issues. Latest books include “Governance in the Information Age” (Aarhus 2001), “From the Past into the Future: The World Summit on the Information Society” (UN, New York 2005) and “Macht und Geld in Cyberspace” (Power and Money in Cyberspace/Heise Verlag 2005 in German).
I chaired the Law Section of the “International Association for Media and Communication Research” (IAMCR) from 1988 to 1998 and serve since that in IAMCRs International Council. I was an invited key note speaker, moderator, rapporteur and panelist in numerous international intergovernmental, non-governmental and academic conferences, including UN, ITU, UNESCO, GBDe, OECD, Council of Europe, European Commission etc. I am an individual member of ISOC and was a member of the programme committee for INET 2002 in Washington
In 1990 I co-founded the Medienstadt Leipzig e.V., a civil society organisation which pushed for an information society development in the city of Leipzig, where I became the main organizer of numerous conferences, including Netd@ys, Internet Fiesta and the annual Leipzig Round Table on  the World Press Freedom Day. Between 1994 and 1998 I coordinated for the regional government of Saxony in Germany the “Saxonian Information Initiative (SII) and chaired the Board of the “Inter-Regional Information Society Initiative” (IRISI) of the European Commission in Brussels. 
If I am elected as the ALAC liaison to the ICANN Board you can take it for granted that I will 

· raise my voice clearly in support for the interests of individual Internet users in open and closed board meetings and  
· keep a close and regular contact to the members of the ALAC, consult with them on all relevant issues and report back from official and unofficial Board meetings.

