CROPP Trip Report @ BC Outreach/AfICTA Summit 2016

As part of it’s FY17 Outreach Strategy realization, the Business Constituency (BC) chose to use CROPP to support four BC in-region travelers to conduct Outreach on the side-lines of AfICTA Summit 2016 which took place in Windhoek, Namibia on October 12-13, 2016. The travelers were Jimson Olufuye, Waudo Siganga, Arinola Akinyemi and Lawrence-Olawale Robert.

The BC Outreach took place on October 13, 2016 at the Safari Hotel and Conference with the theme: Sustaining Critical Infrastructure for IoTs & Keeping Internet safe, secure and resilient. Chaired by Jimson Olufuye, speakers at the BC-ICANN session included Marilyn Cade, Patrick Jones on behalf of Pierre Dandjonou, Andrew Mack (remote participation) and Lawrence Olawale-Robert. Speakers created awareness on the Post Transition IANA & the imperative for one Internet. They also talked about requirements to move from business users to registries and registrars and how to ensure Internet remains a safe place to do business. 

Of interest to many was the ICANN fellowship program, a fast track to engaging the community and becoming active in the ICANN eco-system. Interested delegates were directed to portions of the ICANN website where information on the fellowship program was available.

In all the discussions, speakers underscored the importance of the bottom-up multi-stakeholder model practiced by ICANN which has served it well over the years and has delivered on the requirements of the NTIA for its IANA stewardship to be transitioned to the global multi-stakeholder community. Thus, the need for more business people to be part of the ICANN community was severally underscored.

Over seventy business leaders participated in the outreach and the Namibian Minister of ICT, Hon Tjekero Tweya was in attendance at the Summit Opening Ceremony.  About 100 BC Newsletters, 100 BC pens and fliers were distributed at the event. Special rollup banners, wall banners and social media platforms were used to project BC and ICANN brands.

Many participants showed interest in joining the community and at this time, two participants have submitted their applications to join the BC.
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