Report on BC Outreach at the 5th  AfICTA Summit in Abuja
by Arinola Akinyemi, CEO DigiSphere Ltd (BC member)

For the 5th time in a row, the Business Constituency (BC) of the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) successfully conducted an outreach to commercial and business users of the Internet at the annual Africa ICT Alliance (AfICTA) Summit. The event held from 7 - 9 November, 2017 @ International Conference Centre, Abuja in conjunction with eNigeria event powered by the National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA) under the auspices of the Ministry of Communications Nigeria.
Riding on the success of earlier outreaches, the Outreach to more than 70 African businesses titled “Towards a stable, secure and resilient Internet” was moderated by Arinola Akinyemi (CEO DigiSphere Limited & BC Member). On the panel were BC Members: Lawrence Olawale-Robert (CEO Microboss Ltd), Tola Sogbesan (CEO Chase Systems Limited), Marcus Eke (Founder, Mecloud Technologies), Toba Obaniyi (CEO WhoGoHost). There were also two online interventions from Andrew Mack (Chair BC & CEO AMGlobal Consulting) and Pierre Dandjonou (ICANN Vice President Africa)

Andrew Mack's intervention focused on Africans developing home-grown strategies and initiatives to realise the full potentials of the Internet for e-commerce and general economic development. He underscored the critical role of the BC in the ICANN structure as the voice of commercial and business users of the Internet in the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) ecosystem and in advancing the dynamic global domain name system (DNS) industry. In addition, Andrew espoused the huge domain name business opportunities in Africa. He urged African leaders to create policies that would unleash this potential. Pierre on his part highlighted various ways ICANN has been engaging in Africa and how this can be leveraged upon for further engagement.

The BC Outreach further created opportunity for more stakeholders to know about the BC and what it does and at the same time increased awareness about ICANN and the crucial role it is playing in the post IANA transition and accountability processes.

The AfICTA Summit with the theme "One Africa, One Future: Leveraging ICT for Sustainable Development” attracted participants from AfICTA member nations as well as from other countries from within and outside the continent. Jimson Olufuye, Ph.D, Chairman Africa ICT Alliance / Barr. Adebayo Shittu, Hon. Minister of Communications, Nigeria was the Chief hosts while the MD/CEO Galaxy Backbone Ltd, Yusuf Kazaure delivered the Keynote address on the theme: "BUILDING ONE FUTURE AND ONE NETWORK FOR AFRICA ". Other Speakers included, Marilyn Cade, CEO MCade LLC (USA), Laicana Coulibaly, (AfICTA Board member & CEO Diamond Security Consulting (Cote D’Voire), Chris Mondini, Vice President, ICANN Global Business Engagement, Richard Lamb, ICANN, Agu Collins Agu, Ph.D, NITDA, Dr. Wunmi Hassan, President CEO - High Tech Centre for Nigerian Women and Youths among other key stakeholders.

BC Newsletters, Factsheets, roll-up banners and logos were produced and extensively distributed and used at the event. The event organisers thanked the BC and ICANN for the collaboration.
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