DATE:

October 18, 2009

TO:  

Ron Sherwood



NIC-VI

FROM:
Lynn Rosenthal



Department of Computational Science



University of the Virgin Islands
SUBJECT:  INTERNET GOVERNANCE OUTREACH

This is to affirm the interest and commitment of the Department of Computational Science in working with you to disseminate information about Internet governance in general and ICANN in particular to the community in the U.S. Virgin Islands.  

· We believe, as you do, that the Internet is easily the most significant and pervasive technological change affecting the lives of our citizens.  

· We believe, as you do, that an informed citizenry and leadership, particularly those in key positions with respect to technology, are critical to assimilating this technology and contributing to its governance.  

· We believe, as you do, that a broad spectrum of outreach educational activity is required.

The Department of Computational Science at the University of the Virgin Islands and its faculty have identified the following areas where we can assist in outreach:

1. Educating and informing university students through presentations by guest speakers and inclusion of material concerning Internet governance in our curriculum.

2. Encouraging student clubs and organizations to engage in outreach activity, particularly in the school system, that disseminates information about Internet governance.

3. Using contacts with public and private sector organizations arising from our Advisory Board, internship and career preparation initiatives to raise awareness in these organizations and their leadership and participation in information dissemination and governance activity.

These approaches are preliminary rather than exhaustive since we know that as people become involved they will themselves propose new ideas and strategies.

The University of the Virgin Islands has, as the only tertiary educational institution in the territory, an obligation to inform and serve the community, as evidenced by its mission statement, which includes community service as well as instruction and research.  The Department of Computational Science is particularly conscious of its responsibility to serve the community by facilitating the role of technology in strengthening our economy and by increasing participation by its citizens in using and benefiting from technology.  The Internet is a central concern in both our instructional and service roles.  Our students and graduates are a particularly valuable resource in outreach.  We are happy to work with you and ICANN in this outreach initiative.

Sincerely

Lynn Rosenthal

Chair, Department of Computational Science

lrosent@uvi.edu, (340) 998-1373
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