Short Bio for Simon M. Balthazar

Simon Msafiri Balthazar is the Technical Contact for .tz ccTLD at the Tanzania Communications Regulatory Authority (TCRA), a registry of .TZ domains. He has over fourteen (14) years of experience working with the DNS at the technical and policy level, packing extensive knowledge and experience in Domain Name System and its related technologies. Simon has been with .TZ registry since its humble beginning in 2008, where he played a vital role in the redelegation and migration of .TZ domain. Simon championed the deployment of IPv6 and DNSSEC at the .TZ registry. He actively contributes both locally and regionally as one of the resource persons for AfTLD, an organization for managers of Africa Top Level Domains, where he participates in training engineers from other emerging ccTLDs in Africa. He works part-time with the Network Startup Resource Center (NSRC), an initiative of the University of Oregon in the USA, training engineers in National Research and Educational Networks (NRENs) in Africa and participating in direct engineering assistance for universities across the continent. Before joining TCRA, Simon worked in the telecommunication industry with Tanzania Telecommunication Company Ltd. and Vodacom Tanzania Ltd. 

.TZ registry joined the ICANN’s MoSAPI program and became among the first ccTLDs to do so. Simon is keen on ensuring a clean DNS space, and his efforts started with .TZ zone, where we identify abusive domains monthly and work with the owners and Tanzania CERT to ensure the domain is clean or otherwise taken down. My involvement with ccNSO DNS Abuse Standing Committee (DASC) will allow me to extend my passion to other ccTLDs through exchanging ideas and the spirit of learning from each other for a cleaner and more trusted internet platform. I, therefore, express my intention to become a member of the ccNSO DNS Abuse Standing Committee. 

