Nick Wenban-Smith Statement of Interest for DASC membership
I have been in charge of Nominet UK’s legal team since 2007, and over that period of time the scope and role of registries in mitigating DNS Abuse has evolved significantly. It has become one of the most high profile and dominant policy discussion topics across our communities over the past couple of years, and is likely to remain a high interest topic for some time.  
I believe it is important for our ccTLD community to be present in these discussions, understanding of course that our role will not be to set policy. However there are many things that we can and should do within the remit of the new DASC to highlight that DNS Abuse is taken seriously by ccTLDs, including showcasing success stories from within ccTLDs and our relatively strong performance in this arena. There is also always room for increased collaboration and understanding between different ccTLD operators!
In my role I have had many years of dealing with the ‘problem registrations’ for Nominet. This includes the registration of domain names for criminal and other malicious uses, and so I have built up a significant amount of practical experience in this area and am very familiar with most of the tools that can be used to counter DNS Abuse. Included within this remit are the important issues of process transparency, fairness and accountability, in addition to the intersection with increasing regulation and the need to engage with policy influencers and law makers. 
As a member of the ccNSO Council I have supported DNS Abuse as a discussion topic for the ccNSO, and I have been a member of the ad hoc team which created the DASC Terms of Reference. I am very happy to continue supporting these efforts as a member of the DASC, should the ccTLD community and ccNSO council support it. 

Nick Wenban-Smith, 29 April 2022
General Counsel Nominet UK (.UK) 

