2012 March ccNSO / ALAC Liaison Report
ccNSO Council Meeting March 14th 2012
Dear Councilors:
ALAC has an increasingly full workload and agenda, and has over 20 meetings scheduled for ICANN 43 in Costa Rica. As the ALS membership grows in all ICANN regions, the ALAC is increasingly accepted as a rational and representative voice of the Internet user constituency by ICANN and by other AC/SO communities. 
1) An example of a recent ALAC Council discussion is the concern of ALAC members that the adoption by the ICANN Board of a “reserved name” status for the RR/RC (Red Cross / Red Crescent) and IOC International Olympic Committee), during the first round of gTLD application period, would create a precedent, and that the issue of a reserved name list should be dealt with by a study group similar to the “Country and Territory Names SG” organized by the ccNSO. Indeed, there has already been a joint request from the Intergovernmental Organizations for reserved names for twenty eight IGO names and acronyms [Copy of letter attached], and there are hundreds (possibly thousands) of organization which could claim reserved name status (Rotary International, Doctors without Borders, Religious Organizations and other NGOs. etc.) in any number of languages.
The ALAC concerns are not that the two organizations above should not be protected, but that the decision was made (with two exceptions for Olympus Cameras and Olympic Airlines) by the ICANN Board (on a request from the GAC and in consultation with GNSO), and that the Board should not operate in a manner that fosters the erosion of the multi-stakeholder principle. [IOC/RC cross community drafting team report attached]
2) “Why Doesn’t Washington Understand the Internet?”
An interesting on-line discussion of a Washington Post article by Rebecca MacKinnon with the title noted above. One comment on the article was: “Here's the line I like…  'Washington is trying to wield power over the Internet in a manner that many Americans believe lacks the consent of the governed, let alone the consent of the networked.'” [The referenced article for anyone who missed it is attached].
Onward to San Jose.
Best regards, Ron Sherwood. (ccNSO/ALAC Liaison)
