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Rejection Actions: Introduction

ICANN Bylaws give the Community certain powers to ensure that the ICANN Board and Organisation are 
accountable. The mechanism to enforce these powers is called the Empowered Community (EC). The EC 
is composed of five Decisional Participants (DPs). 
The Empowered Community Administration (ECA) is the administrative body  through which the EC acts. 
Each of the DPs designates one representative to  the ECA. 
 

Five Decisional Participants are:
Address Supporting Organisation, 
Country Code Name Supporting 
Organisation, Generic Names Supporting 
Organisation, At-Large Advisory 
Committee, Governmental Advisory 
Committee. 

Each Decisional Participant 
designates one representative to the 

Empowered Community 
Administration

Community Powers
Appoint and remove individual Directors; Recall entire Board; Reject ICANN Budgets, IANA 
Budgets, Operating Plans and Strategic Plans; Reject Standard Bylaw Amandments; Approve 
Fundamental Bylaw Amendments, Articles Amendments and Asset Sales; Reject PTI Governance 
Actions; Require the ICANN Board to re-review its rejection of IANA Function Review (IFR) 
Recommendation Decisions, Special IFR Recommendation Decisions, Separation Cross-
Community Working Group (SCWG) Creation Decisions and SCWG Recommendation Decisions; 
Initiate a Community Reconsideration Request, mediation or a Community Independent Review 
Process (IRP); Take necessary and appropriate action to enforce its powers and rights, including 
through various procedures provided within the community mechanism or an action filed in a 
court or competent jurisdiction.

Rejection Actions vs. Approval Actions

ASO ccNSO GNSO

ALAC GAC

Empowered Community 
Administration

Rejection: NO

If the Community is unhappy with the proposal, 
it needs actively reject it by providing 

arguments for the rejection. 
Rejection needs to be supported by at least 

three DPs.

Approval: YES

If the Community is happy with the proposal, it 
needs to support it. 

The proposal is approved only if it is clearly 
supported by at least three DPs.

Rejection Actions: Timeline

Rejection Action Board Notice

We (via ECA) receive information from ICANN 
Secretary informing us: the Board has come up 

with a decision! Reject it if you are not happy 
with it. Otherwise we will move forward

Rejection Action Board Notification Date... 

Timer starts ticking!

Rejection Action Petition Period

Time to submit written requests to 
reject the Board decision. 

... +21 days

For the ccTLDs to submit petitions

Rejection Action Support Period

Those DPs that have received a rejection 
petition, seek support from other DPs

... + 7 days

The ccNSO Council need to decide quickly!

Rejection Action Community

Forum Period
Time to discuss and seek more support.

... +21 days

For the ccNSO Council, it is the time to consult with 
the community and think about the way forward 

Rejection Action Decision Period

Time to discuss, analyse feedback from the 
community and take the final decision. 

... + 21 days

The ccNSO Council needs to decide no later 
than on the 14th day!

ECA Rejection Notice to the Board
Yes or No

If there is support 
from at least one 

other DP

Rejection Action Petition Review Committee 

Rejection Action Petition Manager

Receives the petitions and leads the work of the 
Rejection Action Petition Review Committee

Deputy Rejection Action Petition Manager

A back-up Rejection Action Petition Manager

Rejection Action Petition Review Committee Member

Carry out preliminary analysis of the petition together 
with the Rejection Action Petition Manager and Deputy 

Rejection Action Petition Manager

Rejection Action Petition Review Committee Member

Carry out preliminary analysis of the petition together with 
the Rejection Action Petition Manager and Deputy Rejection 

Action Petition Manager

Rejection Action Petition: Checklist

Who can submit a petition to the ccNSO Council?

ccTLD Managers,
individual(s) directly related to a ccTLD manager,
ccNSO working groups or committees mandated to 
submit such a petition,
regional ccTLD organisations,
the ccNSO Council.

What each petition should include?

name and affiliation of the Petitioner,
if it is a ccNSO mandated group, reference to its 
mandate,
if it is a ccTLD community related group, the nature of 
its relationship to the ccNSO,
the rationale upon which rejection is sought
 

If the Petition relates to a Standard Bylaw Amendment:
1) a statement, if applicable, that the Standard Bylaw Amendment is 
based solely on the outcome of a PDP, citing the specific PDP and the 
provision in the Standard Bylaw Amendment subject to the Board 
Notice that implements such PDP. 
2) the name of the SO that undertook the PDP.

If the Petition relates to an ICANN Budget, an IANA(PTI) Budget, an 
Operating Plan or a Strategic Plan, it shall also include a 
clarification that the rationale is based on:
1) one or more significant issues that were specifically raised in 
the applicable public comment period(s) and 
2) that these issues relate to perceived inconsistencies with the 
ICANN mission, purpose and role set forth in ICANN’s Articles and 
Bylaws, the global public interest, the needs of  ICANN’s 
stakeholders, ICANN’s financial stability or other matter of concern 
to the community.

Including 14 days

For ccNSO members to veto the decision
+ 7 days

Including 10 days 

+7 days
For the ccNSO Council to take a decision

+5 days
For Community feedback

+7 days
For ccNSO members to veto the decision

No later than on the 14th day
The ccNSO Council may rescind its support
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