Domain Name Front Running
Definitions:

“Domain name front running is the practice whereby a domain name registrar uses insider information to register domains for the purpose of re-selling them or earning revenue via ads placed on the domain's landing page. By registering the domains, the registrar locks out other potential registrars from selling the domain to a customer. The registrar typically takes advantage of the 5-day "domain tasting" trial period, where the domain can be locked without payment.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domain_name_front_running)
“Front running is when someone registers a domain name, for the purpose of tasting, within minutes or hours after someone else has conducted a search for that domain name. Front runners may get access to domain search data through Internet Service Providers, spyware, or registries.” (http://www.circleid.com/posts/86208_domain_name_front_running/)

Past Cases: 
http://www.domainnamenews.com/editorial/verisign-to-profit-from-rootserver-data/889
http://www.domainnamenews.com/featured/domain-registrar-network-solutions-front-running-on-whois-searches/1359 
Note that Network Solutions changed its behaviour since the article was written. 

Actions taken:

SSAC:

The SSAC published a first report on Front Running in October 2007: 

http://www.icann.org/en/committees/security/sac022.pdf 

It lists a number of possible methods that can be used for “Front Running” (installing spyware on user’s computers, abusing WHOIS queries etc), but also says that it’s still unclear which, if any, methods are being used. It therefore calls for more information and evidence from the internet users on domain name front running. The report also suggests that the internet community formulates acceptable policies on the issue.

The SSAC published a second report on Front Running in February 2008: https://par.icann.org/files/paris/SSACReportonDomainNameFrontRunning_24Jun08.pdf
In this report, the SSAC publish the results of their investigation. Their conclusion is that there is “insufficient information” that front running is practiced in “any appreciable measure” by parties who provide query services.

Other:
The ALAC sent a letter to the ICANN Board in March 2008, which was then referred to the GNSO Council. http://atlarge-lists.icann.org/pipermail/alac_atlarge-lists.icann.org/2008q1/003290.html
As a reaction, the GNSO Council decided to create a drafting team considering a number of Front Running related questions (such as: How is the [domain name front running] problem defined? How prevalent is the problem? Will the measures relating to domain tasting affect front running? Are there rules within the RAA that can be used to address this activity?) with the goal to bring a recommendation to the Council on whether more extensive research should be done, or an Issues Report should be produced. However, basing on input from ICANN staff, the GNSO Council decided to put the activities of the drafting team on hold until other current research projects are completed. (http://www.icann.org/en/topics/policy/update-jul08.htm) 
