Michael Yakushev: Biography and other personal information (July 2011)
Name: Michael YAKUSHEV (Mikhail Yakushev, Михаил Владимирович Якушев)
Male/Female: male.

Contact e-mail address: m.yakushev@gmail.com
Contact phone numbers: 

+7 (495) 721 62 43 (preferred; mobile),

+7 (495) 623 98 75 (back-up; home).

Country of citizenship: Russia

Country of residence: Russia

Current job, title and employer: 

Job Title: Managing Director/Vice-President
Employer:  Digital Skies Technologies / Mail.Ru.Group (http://mail.ru) 

Areas of Responsibility: legal support of the company's Internet-related activities worldwide; government relations aimed at better business environment for IT/Internet industry; legal advice for the new Internet-based  services and their compliance with local laws and regulations.

DST is the largest Internet investor in the Russian, U.S. and Far Eastern markets. Mail.Ru is its biggest Russian asset.
Professional education:

1989 

International Law Department, Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO University).

Professional history [most recent]:

2008-2010

SAP C.I.S.: Director, Legal and Commercial Affairs 

2006-2008

Microsoft Corporation: Director, Legal and Corporate Affairs for Russia and C.I.S.

2004-2006 

Federal Ministry for Information Technologies and Telecommunications, Russian Federation: Director of Legal Department

Current and past volunteer positions, roles and accomplishments:
Council of Europe Ad-Hoc Advisory Group on Cross-Border Internet (MC-S-CI), Vice-Chairman (since 2010): Examination of the feasibility of drafting an instrument designed to preserve or reinforce the protection of cross-border flow of Internet traffic openness and neutrality.

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/standardsetting/media/mc-s-ci/default_EN.asp
Russian ccTLD Coordination Committee (NGO), Member of the Board (since 2001), Representative of the Russian Government (2004-2006), Chairman of the Board (2008-2010): provision of stable and secure function of the Russian ccTLD(s) and the system of domain names registration; legal support and advice on the development of Internet in Russia.

http://www.cctld.ru
Russian Center for Policy Studies (PIR-Center), Chairman of the Executive Board (since 2010):  Political think-tank, aimed at providing expertise on international security, and being represented throughout former Soviet Union and in Geneva. Last years is actively involved in information security issues.

http://www.pircenter.org/index.php?id=1174 

ICANN Whois Review Team, Member delegated by ICANN’s CEO (since 2010): Working Group created according to ICANN’s AoC, responsible for review of the current ICANN Whois Policy.
http://www.icann.org /en/reviews/affirmation/review-4-en.htm
Russian Institute of the Information Society (NGO), Co-Founder and Board Member (since 1998): numerous events and reports on the current stage and future development of the Information Society in Russia. Active participant of Internet Governance development worldwide.

http://www.iis.ru/en/about/
Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG, under UN Secretary General), Member (2004-2005): preparation of the Report on Internet Governance (2005).

http://www.wgig.org/docs/Bio-Yakushev.html 

G8 Digital Opportunities Task Force (DOT-Force), Representative of the Russian Federation (2000-2001): preparation of the Report of DOT-Force including a proposal for Genoa Plan of Action (G8 Summit, 2001).

http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2001genoa/dotforce1.html
Involvement ICANN/Internet activities
(1). I have been participating in ICANN-related activities for many years, doing my best to making ICANN perform better in a multistakeholder's world. 

I have worked for many years for the Russian and the international Internet Community and have participated in many ICANN-related events. This experience made me realize better the strong and the weak sides of ICANN. If elected, I will make sure that the strong sides become even stronger, and the weak ones be fixed. For example I believe that ICANN needs even more transparency and more accountability; and especially in the time of the Affirmation of Commitments, it needs to engage even more the broad Internet community. I am committed to the success of ICANN – whether I become member of NomCom or not, and have proven this with what my work through my professional career in the last 10 years.

(2). I have started working in the Internet, and more general, the Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) world since 1995. I have been involved as an adviser, both from the non-profit and the government, and in the last years, from the business perspective in all major legal issues and developments of the Internet. I managed to develop my professional skills and connections at international corporations like Microsoft and SAP. 

(3). I've always enjoyed the private-led model of ICANN, which allows all stakeholders to participate at equal footing in the ICANN processes. We have implemented this model in the .ru ccTLD administrator.

(4). I have vast cross-cultural experience – something, which makes me quite suitable for the NomCom, given that the Affirmation of Commitments point 3 (d), which requires ...“facilitate international participation in DNS technical coordination”. I've lived long time in Ecuador, Argentine, United Arab Emirates, and have traveled in countries all over the world, spending on average one or two months a year abroad. I have also, in the course of my work responsibilities, traveled extensively in the countries of the former Soviet Union. Fluent knowledge of three of the UN languages also makes my skills good for ICANN community. 

(5). As the Chairman of the Board of the Russian ccTLD administrator, I gave and continue to give legal advice to the ccTLD in Russia, having in mind the interests of the registrants, but also keeping in touch with the biggest registrars in the country. 

(6). I  participate in ICANN activities as volunteer and I do not expect any compensation other than the reimbursement of the indicated expenses. I participated in the same manner in DOT-Force, UN WGIG and CE MC-S-CI, and others.

(7). I am fluent in Russian, English, and Spanish; I have basic knowledge of German, French, Polish and Ukrainian.

Additional Information: Current and past involvement in, contributions to, and leadership roles in activities and organizations involved in the development and operation of the Internet 

I started working in the field of Internet in 1995, and I have been involved with questions about Internet Governance and ICANN since the foundation of ICANN, and later, during the WSIS. I am widely recognized in Russia and other countries as an objective expert in legal, business, political and privacy matters, related to the general development of the Internet. 

I managed to build knowledge in both the government and the non-governmental world – I've done business in practically every aspect of the Internet in Russia/C.I.S/Europe. I became member and contributed substantially in the work of DOT-Force, Working Group on Internet Governance, among others. I was invited to join the team creating the Internet policy of the Federal Government of Russia. I've drafted the Russian Federal Law on Information and Information Technologies (2005), which became a model for the post-Soviet countries. I've also helped with the Federal Law on Telecommunications (2004), which, without mentioning ICANN by name, states that the domain names and the IP addresses should be regulated according to the rules of the self-management international organizations. This makes Russia unique, as it practically acknowledges the importance of ICANN, IETF, the IANA function, etc. These legislative changes, as well as the general policy of encouraging private entrepreneurship in Russia made possible that actually we have more than 3.7 Million domain names registered in .ru ccTLD and around 800 Thousand registrations in .рф IDN (launched in 2010). 

During my engagement with the international organizations (DOT-Force, Working Group on Internet Governance, Council of Europe and others) I always stress on the need to strengthen the ICANN model of managing the Internet DNS.

I have published more than 50 Internet-related articles in different Russian magazines, and two books (in Russian): Internet and Glasnost (2000), and Information, Property, Internet (2005). 

I'm following a number of mailing lists, provide by ICANN, CPSR (the Internet governance list), I'm regularly reading the ICANN blog and site, as well as the Internet Governance Project web site, and others. This makes me well aware of all sides of the ICANN life. 
