ccNSO Council Elections Statement

Roelof Meijer, European Region seat 

Dear fellow ccNSO member,

It is with honor that I accept my nomination for a second term in one of the European Region seats on the ccNSO council.
Although my nomination is for a European seat, I address this statement to all members of the ccNSO. You all have the right to know what I stand for, what I want to achieve and what I can be held accountable for.

Who I am

I joined SIDN, the registry for the Netherlands’ccTLD “.nl” as CEO in January 2005 and was tasked to further professionalize the organization and enhance its national and international position. The focus of my career so far has been on professionalization, strategic change and corporate restructuring in senior management positions in an international context.
.nl grew from 1,3 million domains in 2005 to almost 5,5 million end of 2013, SIDN's turnover developed during the same period from €7 million to close to €20 million.
I was elected to the ccNSO council in March 2011, so my 3 year term ends in March 2014. As council member, among other duties, I am presently chair of the ccNSO Strategic and Operational Planning Working Group (SOPWG), the Finance Working Group, the Travel Fund Committe, the ccNSO-gNSO councils meeting team and I am responsible for the coordination of applications for ccNSO membership.
Over the recent years I have seen the ccNSO develop into what might well be the best organized and authorative Supporting Organization. I am proud to have been able to contribute and work together with you and my fellow councilors, and I am ready to serve another term.
My views

The Internet

I view the internet as the medium for the globe’s citizens to communicate, exchange

information, socialize, work together and do business. It is a crucial driver for personal

and economic development. 

I am (therefore) committed to a truly global Internet, open and accessible to all, that reflects the world’s richness in cultures, languages and scripts. Where freedom of speech, the right to publish and free access to information are core principles and where the responsible user can and will feel safe.

I believe in an internet that is managed by the private sector and that is coordinated,

not controlled. 

ICANN

I consider ICANN’s role and responsibility as firstly a technical one: providing technical coordination functions for the management of the system of unique identifiers.Internet users rely on the efficient and flawless functioning of the root database and for ccNSO members the IANA function performed by ICANN is of prime importance.
ICANN is part of the internet's ecosystem and cannot exclude itself from discussions on and developments in global internet governance. However, it should not seek to coordinate, but to contribute and collaborate in this field and remain focused on its prime tasks.
The ccNSO

On ccTLD matters, both ICANN and the ccNSO should be guided by the core principle of subsidiairity: “ccTLD policy should be set locally, unless it can be shown that the issue has global impact and needs to be resolved in an international framework.  As such, the ccNSO is the policy development body for a narrow range of global ccTLD issues .

As supporting organization, the ccNSO should continue to facilitate ccTLD managers to contribute to ICANN corporate affairs and policy development by preparing briefings and organizing debates to supply members with ingredients to determine their position and exercise influence. The issue of comments or position papers on behalf of the members is, in my opinion, a powerful instrument, as is the publication of statements or comments by ccNSO working groups. The ccNSO should use its combined and exceptionally rich and diverse expertise to influence matters that are of importance to ccTLDs.
I strongly feel that the ccNSO is also an excellent platform for its members to exchange experiences and good practices and to collaborate on a global scale. It should however aim at being complementary to the regional ccTLD organizations and avoid duplication or competition. 
Why you should consider electing me

As a member of the ccNSO council, I will continue to commit myself to:

· Assure maximum inclusion, engagement and participation of all members. 

· Assure that the ccNSO remains strongly positioned as THE structure to consult on ccTLD positions, to determine actions and develop policies that affect ccTLDs.
· To help ICANN to focus and give absolute priority to operational excellence in its core tasks. 
· To demand and and further improve ICANN's transparency, accountability and responsiveness
· Strengthen the liaison with other SO’s and AC’s (e.g. gNSO, GAC).

And above all, as a council member, I will adhere to the highest standards of personal integrity and corporate governance. I will, with honor and responsibility,  contribute my talent, expertise and dedication to the cause that the ccNSO stands for. I will be led by our shared vision and objectives and my ambition to make a difference.

Roelof Meijer, CEO SIDN (registry for .nl, the Netherlands’ ccTLD)
