IGF Baku Meeting: Background and Key Objectives 

Background 

The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) provides a unique platform for open dialogue and sharing best practices among stakeholders. Despite being a non-decision making forum, discussions at the IGF have an impact on Internet policy processes that take place at other national, regional and international fora. For ICANN, one of the greatest benefits of participating in the IGF is to engage directly with community members who are not regular attendees of ICANN meetings.

This IGF is coming at a crucial time ahead of the WCIT (December); the WTPF (May, 2013) and the WSIS Review (2014) where challenges are almost certain to be made with respect to Internet governance. It also occurs amid discussions on Enhanced Cooperation, an issue that is likely to be addressed at UNGA in the Second Committee this Autumn. 

In addition to participating in main sessions, workshops, and open forums ICANN Staff and Board Directors are encouraged to engage in discussions related to ICANN and its function, and where appropriate, to promote ICANN’s multi-stakeholder model.


Key Objectives 

1. To demonstrate that ICANN fully embraces the multi-stakeholder approach in which governments (through the GAC) have a full and important role; 
2. To show ICANN is a full partner with the rest of the Internet governance ecosystem, willing to engage openly, not defensively;
3. To update the wider IGF community on the evolving role of ICANN, especially with respect to Internationalization;    
4. To engage in debate on relevant issues to ICANN. 
IGF Baku meeting

The 7th annual meeting of the IGF will take place in Baku, Azerbaijan on 6-9 November 2012. The main theme of the meeting is ”Internet Governance for sustainable human, economic and social development”. Main themes are similar to those of previous years, with more focus on the issue of human rights that is tackled as a cross cutting issue. Main themes include:
 
· Access and diversity;
· Security, openness and privacy;
· Managing critical Internet resources;
· Internet Governance for development;
· Emerging issues;
· Taking stock and the way forward. 

ICANN participation

For the agenda in Baku, ICANN's commitments are as follows:

· 5 November, 14:00-19:00: Ministerial meeting organized by government of Azerbaijan; (Fadi Chehade invited to speak with Steve Crocker attending);
· 5 November, 10:30-17:30: ISOC/ICC/APC Session on “Enhanced Cooperation”); (Fadi invited to speak in the morning session);
· 6 November, 11:00-12:30: Opening Session (Fadi is invited to speak);
· 6 November, 16:30-18:00:  Workshop on “DNSSEC for ccTLDs: Securing national domains”; co-organized with Packet Clearing House (PCH); (Rick Lamb is on the panel);
· 7 November, 16:30-18:00: Workshop on “The multi-stakeholder model and the evolving gTLD space”; co-organized with UNESCO; (Chris Disspain and Akram Atallah are on the panel);
· 7 November; 18.30- 20.00; ICANN Reception; details to follow     
· 8 November 16:30-18:00:  ICANN Open Forum (Chris Disspain will moderate, Steve Crocker, Fadi, Sally and other BDs will speak). Programme to follow. 



Bilateral Meetings 


A number of bilateral meetings will be arranged for the CEO and other high level Board and Executive representatives.  So far meetings have been arranged with the US, the ITU, the European Commission and MEPs; and the UN.  


Practical Details  

Briefing 

There will be a daily morning meeting for ICANN staff and Board Directors attending the IGF to prepare for the day, going through the schedule and see which sessions need to be covered. The morning meeting is also an opportunity for briefs on any issues raised in the previous day.  The breakfast briefing will be at 07.00 each morning starting Monday at Hilton Hotel. A schedule will be provided. 


Hotel and Visa 

Information has been provided (by Diane).   To secure Visa on-line applications have to be made by Monday; 15th October.  Please let Baher (baher.esmat@icann.org) or Nigel (nigel.hickson@icann.org) know if there are any problems.    



Key messages and talking points

ICANN’s recent achievements demonstrate that the multi-stakeholder model works

· IANA contract awarded;
· AOC reviews and ATRT implementation;
· Successful launch of the new gTLD program;
· DNSSEC deployment exceeded expectations;
· Successful IDN Fast Track program. 

ICANN internationalization is making progress

· Shifting centre of gravity;
· Accelerate effective global engagement;
· Comprehensive regional strategies under development. 

ICANN to continue to perform IANA function

· The longest duration IANA functions contract ICANN has ever had;
· Committed to operating the IANA function effectively, transparently, and in the global public interest. 

Implementation of Affirmation of Commitments is underway
 
· Board approved Accountability and Transparency Review Team (ATRT) recommendations and implementation is virtually complete;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Security, Stability and Resiliency and WHOIS Policy review teams published their reports. [Board action will be noted soon]
· Planning underway now for the second round of AoC reviews

New gTLD program has been successfully launched 

· Reflects the intensive participation of many stakeholder groups and individuals from all over the world; 
· 1930 applications received, and work is underway on next steps. 

DNSSEC deployment exceeded expectations 
· Provides an extra measure of security for Internet users around the globe and will be the basis of innovative new security solutions and services in the future;
· 92 out of 315 TLDs (including the root) signed and more in progress, opening the door to 84% of existing 200M+ second level domains to be signed but only ~1% have taken the step[footnoteRef:1]; [1:  Efforts to accelerate DNSSEC adoption by other entities in the ecosystem – domain name holders, ISPs, Registrars – have begun to bear fruit but further awareness raising is necessary.] 

· Training and signing facilities are available to provide digital signatures for ccTLD operators at little or no cost.

IDN ccTLD Fast Track program has been successful 
· Enables countries to have their TLDs in their native languages and scripts; 
· Total of 37 requests have been received since program launch in November 2009;
· 32 IDN ccTLDs have been inserted into the root, representing 22 countries.
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