ccNSO /ALAC  Joint Outreach Project

At the Sydney ICANN meeting, it was agreed that Rudi Vansnick (ALAC / ccNSO Liaison) and Ron Sherwood (his ccNSO counterpart) would look into the possibility of an educational outreach program between ccTLDs and ALSs (At-Large Structures). 

The idea was to explore the possibility that the dissemination of ccTLD and ICANN related information to ALSs (and the feedback collected from the ALSs) could be beneficial to both constituencies. The hope being that such bilateral communication would help the Internet end user to better understand the functions and challenges of the ccTLDs and ICANN, and that, beyond the project’s educational benefits, the feedback would be useful to ccTLD operators.

In order to research the possibilities at the local level, Ron Sherwood conducted a random survey for .VI and found that the street level knowledge of ICANN and ccTLDs was virtually non-existent. However, the Computational Sciences Department at the University of the Virgin Islands, embraced the outreach idea and is eager to take advantage of the opportunity to use any assistance and technical help from .VI to bring information of ICANN and ccTLD operations into the curriculum.

UVI is considering a plan to partner with .VI to add instruction and information about ICANN and ccTLD operations to their Computational Sciences Degree courses. If this experiment is successful and creates a better user understanding of Namespace management, it could possibly be used as a template for other ccTLD / ALS projects.
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