Agenda point 4. Create working group to review and recommend action, if any, regarding the use of country and territory names as TLD string  

Use of representation of Country and Territory names as TLD string

Background:

Currently the ccNSO is running a PDP on IDN ccTLDs. The scope of the IDN ccPDP is limited to Country and Territory Names in Official/Designated Languages which contain at least one (1) non-ASCII character. The chair of IDN ccPDP WG 1 notes that the limited scope of the IDN ccPDP does not address the use of country and territory names as TLD strings in general. 

If no additional steps are taken, Country and Territory names can be used as gTLD string as of the second round of the new gTLD process if all criteria and requirements are met. As a result: 

a. The current, systematic general distinction between gTLD’s and ccTLD’s will blur and with it the governance structures (ICANN versus Local) become arbitrary and non-predictable.

b. Some meaningful representations of Country and Territory names could both be used as ccTLD and as new gTLD’s, some only as new gTLD’s. 

In order to understand the scope of issues associated with the use Country and Territory names as TLD strings and the scope and impact of alternative action paths on IDN ccTLD and new gTLD processes it is proposed that the ccNSO establishes in close cooperation with the GAC an ad hoc study group: 

a. To provide a comprehensive overview to the ccNSO Council and ccTLD community in general, and other stakeholders of the issues associated with the use of Country and Territory names as TLD strings;

and if considered appropriate by the study group

b. Advise on a course of further action to the ccNSO Council.  based on the Proposes (alternative) next actions to the ccNSO based on the review.

The Council resolves: 

1. To create an ad-hoc study group on the use of Country and Territory names and invite the GAC to participate in a manner that it finds most appropriate with the purpose to provide a comprehensive overview to the ccTLD community and the ccNSO Council and if the working group considers it appropriate. Once the volunteers have been appointed their first task is to draft purpose of the working group and its  

2. Request staff to send out a call for volunteers

