Motion to Accept the Registration Data Request Service (RDRS) Standing Committee Findings Report 

Submitted by: Susan Payne

Seconded by: 

Whereas,

1. Following the review of the System for Standardized Access/Disclosure (SSAD) Operational Design Assessment (ODA) and subsequent conversations between the ICANN Board and the GNSO Council, the ICANN Board decided to proceed with a “proof of concept” approach to help inform a decision on how to proceed with the EPDP Phase 2 Final Report recommendations for an SSAD. 
2. During a Special Meeting on 27 February 2023, the ICANN Board passed a resolution directing ICANN org to develop and launch a new ticketing system to handle requests for access to generic top-level domain (gTLD) nonpublic registration data.
3. On 28 November 2023, ICANN org launched the RDRS as a two-year pilot program to gather usage and demand data intended to inform the ICANN Board’s decision on next steps.
4. Specifically, the Board acknowledged the main purpose of the RDRS is to collect data about system usage, which would be used inform future discussions between the GNSO Council and the ICANN Board on the pending Recommendations 1–18 of the Final Report of the GNSO Expedited Policy Development Process on the Temporary Specification for gTLD Registration Data Phase 2. 
5. On 21 September 2023 the GNSO Council passed a motion to adopt the Charter for a Registration Data Request Service (RDRS) Standing Committee.
6. The Standing Committee was tasked to review the data that will be produced by ICANN org on a monthly basis following the launch of the RDRS. The Scoping Team is expected to analyze the data and consider: 
a. Assignment #1: Trends that can be identified over a month-by-month period; 
b. Assignment #2: Possible technical updates that should be considered to RDRS and/or related messaging and promotion (recognizing that the RDRS will only be running for a two-year period and limited resources may be available to implement such updates); 
c. Assignment #3: Specific lessons learned that should be factored into the consideration of how to proceed with the SSAD recommendations; 
d. Assignment #4: Suggestions to the Council for a proposed recommendation(s) to the ICANN Board in relation to the consideration of the SSAD recommendations.
7. During ICANN81, the RDRS SC agreed to start drafting its findings report. The RDRS SC deemed that after one year the pilot had yielded enough data for the RDRS SC to start formulating recommendations to help inform policy discussion related to EPDP Phase2/SSAD.
8. On 19 August 2025, RDRS Standing Committee Findings Report was published for Public Comment and included six recommendations and lessons learned from the RDRS pilot that may inform future discussions between the Generic Names Supporting Organization (GNSO) Council and the ICANN Board on the pending System for Standardized Access Disclosure (SSAD) consensus policy recommendations.
9. Following its review of the public comments received, the Standing Committee updated its Findings Report and shared the updated version with the GNSO Council on 20 November 2025. 
Resolved,

1. The GNSO Council accepts the RDRS SC Findings Report as helpful empirical input to inform future deliberations within the GNSO regarding the next steps on the EPDP Phase 2 SSAD Recommendations. For the avoidance of doubt, the Standing Committee’s Findings Report and the recommendations therein do not constitute GNSO policy recommendations.
2. The GNSO Council would like to thank the RDRS Standing Committee for its work on this report, and, in particular, thank you to Sebastien Ducos and John McElwaine who diligently served as the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Standing Committee. 
