
Request for Consideration of Motion on Short Notice
1. Pursuant to GNSO Operating Procedures s3.3.2 a, b and c the IPC requests that the GNSO Council considers the below [Motion on Reviews], despite submission after the Submission Deadline.
RESOLVED
1. The GNSO Council resolves to consider and vote on the [Motion on Reviews] during the meeting on 10 July 2025, despite submission after the Submission deadline.  

Motion on Reviews
Submitted by: Susan Payne
Seconded by:
WHEREAS,
1.  Article 4.6 (b) of ICANN’s Bylaws, requires that the ICANN Board shall cause a periodic Accountability and Transparency Review which shall be conducted no less frequently than every five years measured from the date the previous Accountability and Transparency Review Team (ATRT) was convened.
2. The Third ATRT (ATRT3) was convened in April 2019, and therefore the next review, the Fourth ATRT (ATRT4), should have been initiated in April 2024.
3. ICANN org consulted with the Supporting Organizations and the Advisory Committees, through their Chairs, on the timing and potential deferral of ATRT4 for a limited period of time. Three of the five responding SOs and ACs expressed support for the deferral of ATRT4, citing unimplemented ATRT3 recommendations and capacity issues with running multiple reviews-related projects in parallel. Two of the responding ACs indicated their preference for ATRT4 to initiate on schedule, citing adherence to ICANN Bylaws and the role that Accountability and Transparency Reviews play in providing oversight of ICANN's core commitment.
4. Following that consultation, on 29 April 2024, the Board resolved to defer ATRT4 for a limited time not to exceed twelve months. 
5. The Board received feedback from many parts of the ICANN community that the current status of review program activities, including the potential overlap of the Continuous Improvement Program (CIP), a Pilot Holistic Review, and pending ATRT4 are causing confusion and stressing community resources. The Board also received, on 15 April 2025, statements from the Registries Stakeholder Group (RySG), the Country Code Names Supporting Organization (ccNSO), and At-Large Advisory Committee (ALAC) regarding the broad issue of reviews, which did not align on the best path forward.
6. On 19 May 2025 the Board resolved to continue the deferral of the ATRT4, and other Specific Reviews, pending community dialogue to inform next steps, and notwithstanding the timing mandated under the Bylaws for the commencement of ATRT4.
7. During the ICANN 84 meeting ICANN org further consulted with the Supporting Organizations and the Advisory Committees, through their Chairs.  A potential path forward was proposed and appeared to gain support, whereby:
a. The community would urgently propose a Bylaws amendment to the Board that would amend the Bylaws to allow for a one-time review of all Reviews currently required by the Bylaws and to suspend the conduct of all Reviews until this exercise is completed; 
b. With the explicit safeguard of a time frame for completion, absent which the current Reviews obligations come back fully into force.
8. On 19 June 2025 the At Large Advisory Committee (ALAC) submitted an Empowered Community Reconsideration Petition seeking reconsideration of the 19 May Board resolution to defer ATRT4 and related resolutions relating to community dialogue on and development of a revised reviews program.  
9. As a Decisional Participant of the Empowered Community, the GNSO has until 10 July 2025 to decide to support the ALAC Petition as a Supporting Petitioner.  Although the Intellectual Property Constituency (IPC) has expressed its support, the feedback from other Stakeholder Groups and Constituencies indicates that there is insufficient support from the GNSO as a whole, at this time, to meet the voting threshold required to give such support.  In particular:
a. The NCSG expressed continued support for the potential path forward referred to at paragraph 7 above;
b. The RrSG noted it understands and appreciates the ALAC concerns but does not believe an EC petition is warranted at this juncture when dialogue on how to best proceed is ongoing; and
c. RySG expressed that it recognizes the importance of Reviews in general, as well as the need for ICANN to abide by its Bylaws, and that it has been discussing the path forward initially proposed by the SO/AC leaders in Prague.



RESOLVED,
1. The GNSO Council expresses its appreciation for the concerns expressed by the ALAC as reflected in the Empowered Community Reconsideration Petition.
2. The GNSO Council supports, at this time and on a non-precedential basis, the potential path forward initially proposed at the SO/AC leaders meeting at ICANN 84, namely:
a. The community would urgently propose a Bylaws amendment to the Board that would amend the Bylaws to allow for a one-time review of all Reviews currently required by the Bylaws and to suspend the conduct of all Reviews until this exercise is completed; 
b. With the explicit safeguard of a time frame for completion, absent which the current Reviews obligations come back fully into force.
3. The GNSO Council will convene a Small Team of volunteers to draft both a proposed Bylaws amendment and a potential plan for the conduct of the one-time review of all reviews, to share with other SOs and ACs and ICANN Board.The GNSO Council urges the ICANN Board to initiate and conduct the Standard Bylaws Amendment process without any undue delay and at the next Board Meeting after the amendment receives indications of support or non-objection of the other SOs and ACs, taking the GNSO’s proposal as a guideline.  
