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Whereas, the GNSO Council resolved on 17 November 2022 to defer consideration of Recommendations #1 and #2 of the Registration Data Accuracy Scoping Team until such time as the Data Processing Agreement (DPA) negotiations between ICANN org and Contracted Parties have completed and there is feedback from ICANN org on if/how it anticipates the requesting and processing of registration data will be undertaken in the context of measuring accuracy, or for six months, whichever is the shorter;
Whereas, recommendation #1 from the Scoping Team recommended ICANN org to carry out a voluntary registrar survey regarding registrar practices for data accuracy;
Whereas, recommendation #2 from the Scoping Team recommended ICANN org to conduct a registrar audit;
Whereas, ICANN org conducted a comprehensive assessment of the four scenarios and provided its assessment on Registration Data Accuracy efforts on 19 October 2023, noting specifically:  
1. It is unclear whether [the scenarios] would provide useful data to inform the Accuracy Scoping Team’s efforts;
2. The scenarios are not expected to provide data as it relates to identity verification of the registrant or veracity of the contact information (i.e., the data belongs to the data subject);
3. The costs associated with a full-scale registrar audit [Scoping Team Recommendation #2] may be prohibitive when taking into account the relatively low level of insight the audit may yield;
4. ICANN does not have the authority to mandate collection of nonpublic registration data necessary to conduct reviews outside of auditing current contractual requirements; and
5. ICANN may not be able to demonstrate the purpose of some of the data processing outweighs the rights of the impacted data subject;
6. Based on the voluntary nature of the survey [Scoping Team Recommendation #1], should a significant portion of registrars not participate, information collected may be statistically disproportionate to registration data that exists across all registered gTLD domain names.
Whereas, the GNSO Council discussed ICANN org’s assessment during its meeting on 16 November 2023.
Whereas, the GNSO Council deferred the consideration of the Scoping Team’s recommendations for an additional six months on 15 February 2024, noting that, barring (i) completion of the Data Processing Agreement, (ii) implementation of the NIS2 directive, or (iii) publication of the Inferential Analysis of Maliciously Registered Domains (INFERMAL) Study, it may not be the appropriate time to consider the Accuracy Scoping Team’s recommendations.
Whereas, the GNSO Council further discussed the limitations noted in ICANN org’s assessment during its meetings on 12 June 2024, 18 July 2024, and 8 August 2024 and discussed the limitations with proceeding with Recommendations #1 and #2 and the limitations with restarting the Accuracy Scoping Team.
Whereas, the GNSO Council recognizes the importance of Registration Data Accuracy to the ICANN community and commits to continue its discussion of how best to move forward on this topic.
Whereas, the GNSO Council believes further consideration of how to make meaningful progress on the topic of Registration Data Accuracy is necessary, and accordingly, will further defer consideration of the Accuracy Scoping Team’s Recommendations #1 and #2 for an additional six months while it discusses how to proceed.
Resolved,
1. The GNSO Council will defer consideration of the Registration Data Accuracy Scoping Team’s Recommendations #1 and #2 for an additional six months while it determines how to make meaningful progress on the topic.
2. The GNSO Council recognizes the importance of Registration Data Accuracy to the ICANN community and commits to continue its discussion of how best to move forward on this topic.
 
 

