Motion -  Referral of RSP Issue to the SPIRT
Submitted by: Samantha Demetriou
Seconded by: 
Whereas,
1. On 21 May 2026, the RySG through Samantha Demetriou shared a Registry Service Provider (RSP) issue with the GNSO Council for potential referral to the SPIRT;
2. A draft version of the Base Registry Agreement (Base RA) for 2026 Next Round applicants required that all registry operators only use extensible provisioning protocol (EPP) extensions that are registered with the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (IANA);
3. gTLD registries have historically used EPP extensions that are not included in that database;
4. ICANN org agreed to remove this requirement, and the ICANN Board adopted the Base RA that does not include the prohibition of the use of non-IANA registered EPP extension; 
5. The RSP evaluation questions require RSP applicants to attest that they will only use the EPP extensions that are registered in the IANA registry, which is also tested during Registry System Testing; 
6. This creates a misalignment between what is tested for and what is required to be attested to during Registry System Testing, and what is required under the Base Registry Agreement; 
7. The RSP Evaluation Program has already evaluated numerous RSPs and is currently accepting applications from prospective RSPs and will be conducting Registry System Testing on those applicants, further underscoring the need to address the aforementioned misalignment;
8. The Council has now considered the RySG’s request to refer this issue to the SPIRT to consider how to address this misalignment.
Resolved,
1. The GNSO Council confirms the referral of the RSP issue brought forth by the RySG to the SPIRT for discussion and alignment with ICANN org.
2. The GNSO Council requests that its liaison to the SPIRT provide this information to the SPIRT for discussion and alignment with ICANN org.
