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Introduction:   Section: C.2.9.4 Other services, of the IANA Functions contract states that “ The Contractor shall operate the INT TLD within the current registration policies for the TLD. Upon designation of a successor registry by the Government, if any, the Contractor shall cooperate with NTIA to facilitate the smooth transition of operation of the INT TLD. Such cooperation shall, at a minimum, include timely transfer to the successor registry of the then-current top-level domain registration data. The Contractor shall also implement modifications in performance of the IANA functions as needed upon mutual agreement of the parties.”

History:

Since 2000 ICANN, as a part of its responsibilities under the IANA functions contract, has managed the .int registry database in accordance with policy in RFC 1591 and procedures for the registration of second level domains. Registrants were/are typically:  organizations established by international treaty; one of the autonomous organizations linked to the UN; and non-member states of the UN that have observer status.

Current Policies and Procedures:

In brief, the .int domain is used primarily for registering organizations established by international treaties between or among national governments. There are no fees for registering or maintaining an .int domain name.  There are currently 188 domains in the .int zone. In 2014, ICANN implemented 38 requests to either change existing, or to create new, .int domains.  

To register in the .int domain, the applicant must be an intergovernmental organization that meets the requirements found in RFC 1591. Applicants must meet the following three elements before applying for a .int domain name: 

1. An international treaty between or among national governments must be provided. ICANN should be able to look up the international treaty in the UN online database of treaties, or the applicant should provide a true certified copy of the treaty. What must be provided is a treaty, not the constitution or bylaws of the organization. Organizations qualified for domain names under the .int top-level domain include the specialized agencies of the UN, and the organizations having observer status at the UN General Assembly.

2. The treaty submitted must establish the organization applying for the .int domain name. The organization must be established by the treaty itself, not by a council decision or something similar.

3. The organization that is established must be widely considered to have independent international legal personality and must be the subject of and governed by international law. The declaration or the treaty must have created the organization. If the organization created is a secretariat, it must have a legal personality. For example, it must be able to enter into contracts and be party to legal proceedings.






