GNSO Council – ICANN Budget FY 16 – Some Facts
Documents

Draft FY 16 Budget/Operations Plan (FY16 Plan) https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/files/proposed-opplan-budget-fy16-18mar15-en.pdf (Plan)

Budget by Portfolio and Project (Budget P&P)
https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/files/proposed-opplan-budget-portfolio-fy16-18mar15-en.pdf
Overall Policy Budget
· FY16 overall SO/AC Policy and Engagement budget allocation - 10.9m USD (or 9.1% of the total ICANN budget: FY 16 Plan p.9). This figure includes community travel support

· For comparison: FY15 budget allocation - 8.3m USD (or 8 % of total budget). This figure did not include travel support (it was added for FY16: see FY 16 Plan p.9)

· For FY16: policy development, advisory and related activities (not including community travel support) – 6.5 million USD (5.4% of total budget)

Staff Numbers
· Total number of staff supporting Policy Development - 27 (for FY 16) 

· This includes support for all SO/ACs – including all Secretariat support

· The GNSO (including SO/AC engagement activities) has 8 full-time staff assigned (of these, 3 staff members also support other SO/AC work), supplemented by other staff assignments from time to time and contractors
Specific GNSO Support for FY16 (see also Other Information and Special Budget Requests for additional support)
· Combined budget allocated to all GNSO Working and Discussion Groups as listed in P&P No. 1.3.1 (Budget P&P pp. 3-7) – total of 0.7m USD

· General support for ‘GNSO Policy Development Support’ (excluding WGs): 0.6m USD (Budget P&P p.5)

Other Information
· SO/AC communications budget allocation is 1.1m (Budget P&P p. 6)

· Note that other items elsewhere in the overall ICANN budget also directly support SO/AC engagement., e.g. for teleconferencing, scribing and live interpretation (total of 1.9m USD – FY Plan 16 1.1.3, p1); structural review (GNSO Review, At-Large Review, etc.), Adobe Connect rooms, Legal support, Compliance support, community tools such as the Wiki, etc.
· Other projects also relevant to SO/AC work (including the GNSO) may be conducted by and funded through other ICANN departments, e.g. 0.8 million has been allocated “To promote trust and confidence in the Internet for all stakeholders, ICANN is committed to enforcing its current WHOIS policy, to identify improvements to the accuracy and reliability of the WHOIS system, and to determine whether there is a better system for providing information about gTLD domain names, consistent with applicable data protection and privacy laws” (FY 16 Plan 2.2, p. 10).

Special Budget Request

SO/ACs are granted so-called Special Budget Requests, funding projects like face-to-face WG meetings, Council facilitation sessions, etc. 

· FY 14 saw 374k USD allocated to SO/AC activities; 325k USD of which were designated to 27 GNSO projects. (see page 75: https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/files/proposed-opplan-budget-fy15-09may14-en.pdf) 

· Figures for FY15 are not available yet, but a 500k USD placeholder has been incorporated into the overall budget. Sums allocated under this budget heading will be in addition to any other SO/AC support mentioned before. (See p. 3 FY16 Plan)
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