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Dr. Sam Lanfranco (PhD, Economics) 
Professor Emeritus and Senior Scholar 
Economics, York University, Toronto Canada 
 
Home Address:  
c/o AshPiedmont Farm 
Rural Route 3 
2293 County Road 13 
Picton, Ontario, Canada K0K2T0 
        ( preferred mailing address ) 

Campus Address: 
c/o Economics Department 
Vari Hall 
York University 
2700 Keele Street 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3 

 
Contacts: 

+1 613 476-0429 Home Phone (preferred phone number-or-Skype) 
+1 416 816-2852 Cell Phone 
+1 416 736-5083 Economics Department, York University 
 Skype Account: slanfranco 

 
Email:  
 Lanfran@yorku.ca 
 Sam@Lanfranco.net  
 

 
Education: 

• PhD, Economics, University of California at Berkeley (1975) 
• M.A., Economics, University of California at Berkeley (1965) 
• B.A., Economics, California State University at Fresno [FSU], 1962 

 
 
Academic Teaching: 

• Economics, University of California at Berkeley, California (1966-67) 
• Economics, McMaster University, Ontario (1967-74) 
• Social Sciences, McMaster University,  Ontario (1974-79) 
• Economics, Virginia Commonwealth University, Virginia (1980-81) 
• Economics & Business, Metropolitan College, Boston University (1981-82) 
• Economics, University of Toronto Scarborough, Ontario (1982-85) 
• Economics, York University, Ontario, (1985-2012) [retired] 
• Chair, Economics, Atkinson College, York University (2001-03) 
• Head  [Director], School of Analytics Studies and Information Technology,  

Atkinson College, York University (2003-05) 
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Academic Research Positions: 

• Senior Research Team: IDRC Funded Canadian University Consortium for 
Health in Development (CUCHID, 1990-1992)  

• Principle Co-Investigator Team: SSHRC Network for Evaluation of Educational 
and Training Technologies (EVNET 1996-2001) 

• Deputy Director, Centre for Research on Latin America and the Caribbean 
(CERLAC, 1978-79) 

 
Internet Ecosystem Activities: 

• Installed first PC computer lab at University of Toronto, Scarborough Campus 
(1984) 

• Installed first PC computer lab at Atkinson College, York University (1986-7) 
• Installed first PC computer lab at FLACSO, Quito (Ecuador, 1989-90) 
• Provided first server to Toronto NIRV Centre (1988) – became Web Networks 

and co-founder of Association for Progressive Communications (APC) 
• Founding Board Member, Toronto Free Net (1993) 
• Senior Program Office, Bellanet International Secretariat, International 

Development Research Centre, (Ottawa, Canada 1995-2001) [A multilateral 
initiative focused in ICT for greater official development assistance (ODA) 
cooperation. Note: Wrote concept paper & seconded to help implementation.] 

 
Internet Ecosystem Private Sector Activities: 

• Founding Partner/Investor: Bootcamp Bootstrap DocCom Incubator (New 
York, 1999-2000) [failed] 

• Founding Partner/Investor: StudentUniverse.com (Boston, 2000) [succeeded] 
 
 

Leadership/Board Activities: 
• Founding Board & past President, Hamilton-Wentworth Creative Arts 

(Hamilton, Ontario, 1976-78)  <festivaloffriends.ca> 
• Founding Board Member, Habitat for Humanity Canada (1984-88) <habitat.ca>   
• Board Member, Doctors Hospital, Toronto (1985-88) [now part of Toronto 

Western Hospital] <uhn.ca> 
• Board Member & past Chair, Canadian Society for International Health (CSIH) 

2008-2013 <csih.org> 
• Committee Member and Treasurer, Mariners Park Museum Society (Prince 

Edward County, Ontario, 2006-present) 
• Board Member& past President, Milford Village Fair (Milford, Ontario 2008-

present) 
• Member, membership chair, Executive & Policy Committees, NPOC 

(ICANN/NCSG, 2013-present)  
• Founding Board Member, ISOC-Canada, Toronto 2014-present 
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Advisory Positions: 
• Founding Member and Advisor, Ambedkar Centre for Justice and Peace 

(ACJP), Mumbai, India (1990-present) [ACJP is a dalit human rights group] 
• Founding Member and Executive Committee, Society for the Advancement of 

Science in Africa (SASA), 2012-present [working on organizational 
strengthening for new organization] 

• Editorial Board, International Labour Review, International Labour 
Organization (ILO), Geneva, 1985-present 

• Reviewer Panel, Journal of Information Technology and Tourism, Vienna, 
(1999-present) 

 
Consulting:  
 

Research and consulting focused on economic development, education, 
health, tourism, ICT for development, and on the digital venue as a space for 

social processes and organizational structures. I restricted such work to a  
scale where I could still teach and blend projects with action oriented and/or 

participatory research – very much in a multistakeholder mode. 
 

Agencies: 
• Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA, Ottawa) 
• International Development Research Centre (IDRC, Ottawa) 
• UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD, Geneva) 
• UN Development Program (UNDP, New York) 
• World Bank (Washington D. C.) 
• Swedish International Development Agency (sida, Stockholm) 
• Pan American Health Orgnization (PAHO,  

 
Guest Lectures and Presentations: 
 
I have lectured and consulted (frequently pro bono) extensively around the globe – mainly 

on the role of ICT on social processes and organizational structures, and on topics ranging 
from eGovernance, eHealth, ICT4education, and -from my development economist 

background- often with a broader socio-economic focus in ICT4Dev  
 

Countries: 
Canada 
United States 
Mexico 
Costa Rica 
Dominican Republic 
Venezuela 
Ecuador 
Chile 
Argentina 

England 
Spain 
Sweden 
Norway 
Netherlands 
Belgium  
Switzerland 
German 
Czech Republic 

Austria 
Slovenia 
Greece 
Turkey 
South Africa 
Botswana 
India 
China 
Singapore 

 


