[bookmark: _GoBack]A number of PPSAI Working Group (WG) members assert that Internet consumers should be able to determine with whom they are doing business via information in the domain name registration (Whois) record, consistent with global law and policy. Throughout the WG process, these WG members raised concerns about the ability of domain name registrants who use domain names to sell products or services to conceal their identity and location in the domain name registration by use of privacy/proxy services. They argue the following in support of their position:

· Requiring transparent WHOIS data for persons or entities engaged in commercial activity online is generally consistent with global law and policy. A white paper authored by FWD Strategies International and LegitScript supports this claim. The paper analyzed six different jurisdiction’s’ laws, finding that in every each entities engaged in the sale of a product or service to the public must openly register or otherwise disclose their name, identity and location.  This white paper was distributed to the PPSAI WG and is available here.

· Transparent information helps prevent malicious activity. In the physical world, market participants gain information through storefronts, physical presence, and publicly available business information. For Internet-based activities, that information comes from the WHOIS registration data. Unlike the “contact us” section of a website, the WHOIS data must be accurate, otherwise the domain name may be subject to suspension, giving consumers a better, more accurate way of evaluating the online business. 

· Policy on use of privacy/proxy services should balance personal privacy and consumer rights. On the one hand, domain names used for non-transactional purposes (e.g. blogs, information pages, etc.) should be permitted to utilize privacy/proxy registrations, whether the registrant is a private or legal person. This reflects a fundamental right to privacy of registrants not engaged in commerce. However, the same right does not exist for registrants of websites engaged in active commerce.

The PPSAI Working Group therefore desires public comment on the issue of encouraging transparent, non-anonymous WHOIS data for persons and entities engaged in active transactional commercial activity and provides the above-referenced white paper as background for consideration. 

