PPSAI – Category B – MAINTENANCE OF PRIVACY/PROXY SERVICES
Question 1 – Should ICANN-accredited privacy/proxy service providers be required to label WHOIS entries to clearly show when a registration is made through a privacy/proxy service?
Background information relevant to this question:

It might be worth pointing out that in the various Whois Studies, the research teams attempted to keep their classifications of a privacy vs a proxy service consistent even as they used different tools for identifying whether a Whois entry concerned a P/P registration or not, mostly as a result of refinement of the methodology over the years of the various studies: 

· NORC’s method for identifying a privacy or proxy service was different from NPL’s although NPL did run a consistency check when they came to do their study:

· NORC looked for specific organization names that identified themselves as such, and at registrant names containing keywords such a “privacy”, “proxy” or “shield”

· NPL looked at the Whois information text and also ran a check for NORC’s keywords

· NORC’s previous 2010 Report described their approach to identifying a privacy and proxy service in detail, viz.:

· Where the registrant name contained the following words or phrase 'privacy', 'proxy', 'registration', 'registration service', 'identity', 'shield', 'guard', 'private', 'buy', 'rare', 'names', 'WHOIS', 'value', 'domain', and 'secure'; or

· Where multiple domains contained the same registrant name, registrant organization, or registrant address; or

· Where the registrant name or registrant organization may correspond to the name of a privacy service, proxy service, or multiple domain name holder. 
From the Whois Review Team Final Report:

In considering the process to regulate and oversee privacy/proxy service providers, consideration should be given to the following objectives:
· Clearly labeling WHOIS entries to indicate that registrations have been made by a privacy or proxy service 

· […]
	Should ICANN-accredited privacy/proxy service providers be required to label WHOIS entries to clearly show when a registration is made through a privacy/proxy service?
	Who 
	WG Response
	Recommended Action (if any)

	Yes. And further, appropriate contact information for the PP Service Provider should be provided in the Whois entry whenever the service is used to shield registrant identity.
	Jim Bikoff, David Heasley, Griffin Barnett, Valeriya Sherman / Silverberg, Goldman & Bikoff, LLP
	
	

	Yes
	Keith Kupferschmid, Chris Pelling, Anonymous respondent, Gema Campillos
	
	

	Yes. All non-ICANN accredited privacy/proxy service provider entries should be treated as Whois inaccuracies.
	Emily Emanuel, John Horton, and Justin Macy. Representing LegitScript.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	
	Should ICANN distinguish between privacy and proxy services for the purpose of the accreditation process?

	WG Preliminary Conclusion
	

	Should the same conclusion apply to proxy services & privacy services? If not, please explain why.
	


