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The below information is a summary of the public comments received in response to Question 3:  Would it be necessary to make a distinction in the WHOIS data fields to be displayed as a result of distinguishing between domain names used for online financial transactions and domain names that are not?

Five (5) of the responses received agreed that a distinction in the WHOIS data fields should be displayed as a result of distinguishing between names used for online financial transactions and domain names that are not. Note: One of the responses included +2 for affirmative responses.

Two of the affirmative responses included additional comments that should be noted: all standard WHOIS data fields should be displayed; and, for a domain identified as “commercial” per the previous criteria, the information listed, as required by the European Directive on Electronic Commerce should be publicly available.

Sixteen (16) of the responses received did not agree that it would be necessary to make a distinction in the WHOIS data fields as a result of distinguishing between domain names used for online financial transactions and domain names that are not. Note: One of the responses included +10 for negative responses.

One (1) comment received did not respond with a yes or no, but stated that this is a possibility, but should not be mandatory.

Specific comments and suggestions within the negative responses that should be noted by the Working Group, and considered for discussion, are as follows:

· Who would verify this flag is correct and how would it be verified? Is that for the registrar to do? What would prevent someone from saying "I am not a business" but having an unlisted page they give out somewhere else that; enables people to buy things? What about websites that are predominantly a blog or for an organization, such as a local co-op, that happens to take donations? Would they now be required to have the "commercial" flag?
· Differentiating between commercial and non-commercial registrants would be overly complex and may result in unnecessary burden on both registrars and registrants.

Based upon review of 34 responses to Question 3, the community does not support making a distinction in the WHOIS data fields between domain names used for online financial transactions and domain names that are not.
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