25 June 2024
RE: GNSO Council Feedback on Proposed Process for the Retirement of Non-Policy Recommendations

Mr. Gregory DiBiase
Generic Names Supporting Organization (GNSO) Council Chair

Dear Greg,

The RDRS Standing Committee, the CSG and the RrSG were able to run 3 separate sessions during ICANN80 to discuss the RDRS from different stakeholder points of view. We, the RDRS Standing Committee, will continue to encourage these discussions as they help us enhance the RDRS Pilot and we believe, eventually develop a better set of recommendations to the GNSO Council, on possible next steps for this service.

Through these exchanges during ICANN79 & 80, it has become clearly apparent to us that the Requestor and Respondent Communities need more permanent fora to share and discuss their respective needs and the others’ capacity to respond to them, to potentially find a middle ground in a set of best practices or policies for requests and responses, and a transparent standard for evaluating requests or policy.

The Standing Committee likely gathers the right set of Subject Matter Experts to also facilitate this conversation on substance. It would certainly benefit from the outcomes of it, but we do not see this as being in current scope of the RDRS SC’s work and not something that would be helpful to add to our current pilot management and product development work.

Can we kindly ask you and the GNSO Council to either facilitate these conversations directly or invite the different stakeholders to continue doing so collaboratively, keeping us abreast of their progress. We will be looking forward to the outcomes of such discussions as we believe they will allow us to deliver a better product.

Sincerely,

Sebastien Ducos
Chair of the Registry Data Request Service Standing Committee
