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Summary: 
This blog piece summarizes the Article 29 Working Party “Opinion 03/2013 on Purpose” for a general  audience. (The Article 29 Working Party includes the Data Protection Commissioners of each country in the EU.)

This Opinion explains “the purpose limitation principle” of the EU Data Protection Directive as having two parts: 
(1) the requirement that processing must be for a specified, explicit and legitimate purpose; and

(2) the requirement that any further processing must be compatible with the original purpose for which the personal data were collected.
To process “for a specified, explicit and legitimate purpose,” the blog notes that Article 29 WG wrote that vague purpose statements such as “improving user experience” or “marketing purposes” will usually not suffice.
To process personal data for purposes other than those for which it was originally collected, the Working Party wrote that a case-by-case analysis is needed to see whether that further processing would be compatible with the original purpose?  In this assessment, the Article 29 WP wrote there are four factors to take into consideration:  
· “the relationship between the purposes for data collection and the purposes for further processing; 

· the context in which the data have been collected and the reasonable expectations of the data subjects regarding further use of the data; 

· the nature of the data and the impact of the further processing on the data subjects; and 

· the safeguards put in place by the data controller to ensure fair processing and prevent undue harm to data subjects.”
The blog piece notes that Annex 4 of the Opinion contains specific examples of how this assessment might work. 
Re: “Big Data,” Hunton & Williams wrote that when processing “Big Data” that directly affects individuals, the Article 29 WP found that “specific opt-in consent will almost always be necessary.” 

Additional Information:

This summary references Opinion 03/2013 Opinion on Purpose, decided by the EU's Article 29 Working Party and separately posted in our summaries, with the full opinion at http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/article-29/documentation/opinion-recommendation/files/2013/wp203_en.pdf 
