Draft Registration Data and Directory Service Statement of Purpose

This statement is intended to define the purpose(s) of a potential Registration Directory Service (RDS) for generic top-level domain (gTLD) names.  The statement is grouped into two categories: 1) Overall Goals for this Statement of Purpose; 2) Specific Purposes.  To ensure that the purposes are understood in the appropriate context, a list of goals for each RDS purpose is also provided.
Note that it is important to make a distinction between the purpose(s) of individual registration data elements versus the purpose(s) of a RDS, i.e., the system that may collect, maintain, and provide or deny access to some or all of those data elements [and services related to them, if any.]  

Goals for each RDS Purpose
i.	Consistency with ICANN’s mission
ii.	Consistency with other consensus policies that pertain to generic top-level domains (gTLDs)
iii.	To provide a framework that enables compliance with applicable laws 
iv.	To help articulate a rationale for a potential RDS (Is this a real goal?)
v.	To communicate purpose(s) of the RDS to registrants (and others)
vi.	To establish sufficient relationship between the purpose(s) and the use(s) of the RDS

Specific Purposes for Registration Data and Registration Directory Services
1. A purpose of gTLD registration data is to provide the necessary information about the lifecycle of a domain name.
2. A purpose of RDS is to provide maintain relevant information about domain contacts[footnoteRef:1], domain names and name servers for gTLDs, [based on approved policy].  [1:  Contacts related to the domain name, including those directly related to the domain name and also those involved in the registration system as relevant. Further specification may occur at a later stage in the process.] 

3. A purpose of RDS is to identify domain contacts and facilitate enable communication with domain contacts associated with generic top-level domain names, [based on approved policy].
4.  A purpose of gTLD registration data is to provide a record of domain name registrations. 
5. A purpose of RDS is to promote ensure the availability of accurate gTLD registration data when it is necessary."
