ICANN’s Reviews
In ICANN’s Bylaws, in ARTICLE 4 ACCOUNTABILITY AND REVIEW, there are a series of reviews stablished.
“Article 4 creates reconsideration and independent review processes for certain actions as set forth in these Bylaws and procedures for periodic review of ICANN's structure and operations, which are intended to reinforce the various accountability mechanisms otherwise set forth in these Bylaws, including the transparency provisions of Article 3 and the Board and other selection mechanisms set forth throughout these Bylaws.”
The reviews stablished are:
PERIODIC REVIEW OF ICANN STRUCTURE AND OPERATIONS (Organizational or Structural Review)
“A periodic review of the performance and operation of each Supporting Organization, each Supporting Organization Council, each Advisory Committee (other than the Governmental Advisory Committee), and the Nominating Committee (as defined in Section 8.1) by an entity or entities independent of the organization under review. The goal of the review, to be undertaken pursuant to such criteria and standards as the Board shall direct, shall be to determine (i) whether that organization, council or committee has a continuing purpose in the ICANN structure, (ii) if so, whether any change in structure or operations is desirable to improve its effectiveness and (iii) whether that organization, council or committee is accountable to its constituencies, stakeholder groups, organizations and other stakeholders.”  The Governmental Advisory Committee shall provide its own review mechanisms.
ANNUAL REVIEW.  
“ICANN will produce an annual report on the state of the accountability and transparency reviews, which will discuss the status of the implementation of all review processes required by Section 4.6 and the status of ICANN's implementation of the recommendations set forth in the final reports issued by the review teams”
SPECIFIC REVIEWS
(a) Accountability and Transparency Review (ATRT)
A periodic review of ICANN's execution of its commitment to maintain and improve robust mechanisms for public input, accountability, and transparency so as to ensure that the outcomes of its decision-making reflect the public interest and are accountable to the Internet community ("Accountability and Transparency Review").
(b) Security, Stability, and Resiliency Review (SSR)
A periodic review of ICANN's execution of its commitment to enhance the operational stability, reliability, resiliency, security, and global interoperability of the systems and processes, both internal and external, that directly affect and/or are affected by the Internet's system of unique identifiers that ICANN coordinates ("SSR Review").
(c ) Competition, Consumer Trust and Consumer Choice Review (CCT Review)
After a New gTLD Round has been in operation for one year, the Board shall cause a competition, consumer trust and consumer choice review as specified in the Bylaws, Section 4.6(d) ("CCT Review").
The CCT Review will examine (A) the extent to which the expansion of gTLDs has promoted competition, consumer trust and consumer choice and (B) the effectiveness of the New gTLD Round's application and evaluation process and safeguards put in place to mitigate issues arising from the New gTLD Round..
(d) Registration Directory Service Review (RDS Review)
A periodic review to assess the effectiveness of the then current gTLD registry directory service and whether its implementation meets the legitimate needs of law enforcement, promoting consumer trust and safeguarding registrant data ("Directory Service Review").
ATRT3 Recommendations.
ATRT3, regarding Reviews, submitted 6 recommendations:
1. Suspend RDS review till next ATRT.
2. One more CCT review after the following next round.
3. Suspend SSR review till next ATRT.
4. Continue with the periodic ATRT review.
5. Establish new review, the Holistic Review, as a special Specific Review, which will look at all SO/AC/NC and their relations.  The objectives of this Holistic Review will be:
a. Review continuous improvement efforts of SO/AC/NC based on good practices.
b. Review the effectiveness of the various inter SO/AC/NC collaboration mechanisms.
c. Review the accountability of SO/AC or constituent parts to their members/constituencies.
d. Review the SO/AC/NC as a whole to determine if they continue to have a purpose within ICANN structure as they are currently constituted, or if any changes in structures and operations are desirable to improve the overall effectiveness of ICANN as well as ensure optimal representation of community views.
6. Evolve the content of the Organizational Reviews into Continuous Improvement Programs (CIPs), in each SO/AC/NC.
The Board approved the first 4 recommendations subject to community agreement to bylaw changes, regarding recommendation 5, the Board approved it with the caveat that more information was required to better understand how to operationalize the Holistic Review.  The Board directed ICANN org to initiate the first Holistic Review as a pilot.  A Bylaws amendment to add this review should complete after the first Holistic Review has conclude and the effectiveness of the Holistic Review pilot is assessed with the community.
Recommendation 6 was also approved with the caveat that more information is required to better understand how to operationalize the CIP to ensure it yields the outcomes intended by the ATRT3 before a Bylaws amendment is completed.  The Board directed ICANN org to initiate the development of a pilot Continuous Improvement Program in alignment with ATRT3 intent.  The timing of when a Bylaws amendment process would be completed is dependent upon the pilot and assessment thereof.
