At-Large Summit Summary Programme of Events

4th February 2009

The following provides an introduction to the Summit programme. Further details will be available shortly on each element of the programme – check back often!
Saturday, 28th February

General Session

Don Diego 3, Sheraton Hotel, 09:00 – 19:15

The opening General Session for all participants will start the Summit off with a bang – features include a welcome, keynote address, brief status updates and introductions to the work of various parts of ICANN presented by ICANN staff and community leaders, and introductions to some of the key issues in name and number policy being discussed in the community, including Transparency and Accountability at ICANN, Internationalised Domain Names, Internet Protocol v4-v6 transition issues, and last but not least increasing security of the domain name system using the DNSSec protocol.

Sunday, 1st March

Policy Working Groups, Part 1

Melia Reforma Hotel Meeting Rooms, 09:00 – 16:30

The At-Large community was surveyed by the At-Large Summit organising Working Group and asked to choose in order of importance from amongst 15 of the most important subjects under consideration in the ICANN community today.

Their top five choices overall are the subjects for five working groups, who are tasked with drafting and coming to agreement on five statements on these important subjects during the course of the Summit. Each Summit participant has been assigned to the working group that they selected as of most interest to them, balanced regionally and taking into account language needs.

Work in each is underway telephonically and by email throughout February 2009.

You may access the information about each Working Group from the links below:

· Working Group 1: At-Large Community Engagement in ICANN
· Working Group 2: The Future Structure and Governance of ICANN
· Working Group 3: New gTLDs including IDN gTLDs
· Working Group 4: ICANN Transparency and Accountability
· Working Group 5: DNS Security Issues within ICANN’s Remit
Thematic Sessions, Part 1

Melia Reforma Hotel Meeting Rooms, 16:30 – 18:00

A key element of the At-Large Summit are 10 90-minute Thematic Sessions, half on Sundayand the other five on Tuesday, 3rd March 2009 in Mexico City, taking place simultaneously in five separate meeting rooms.

Thematic Sessions are intended to educate and provoke dialogue on a specific issue and be focussed on the At-Large community; the subjects were proposed by members of At-Large and organised by them with staff support.

ALS Faire and Poster Exhibition Opening 

Location TBC, 18:30 – 20:30

One of the highlights of the Summit is the opportunity for each ALS to exhibit their activities through the submission of posters, written material, audio and audiovisual works and online materials to the Faire and Poster Exhibition that will be on permanent display throughout the ICANN meeting for all meeting attendees to see. The opening event will give each ALS an opportunity to speak with others about the examples of their activities on display, and to look at what other ALSes have provided and speak one-on-one about their work in an informal, interactive atmosphere. 

The opening will feature hosted beer, wine, and soft drinks as well as hors d’oeuvres. 

The attendees from the ICANN Fellowship Programme will be joining the Summit delegates at this event, giving ALSes a chance to meet and speak to this group of attendees, who are all new to the ICANN community.
Monday, 2nd March

No Summit specific are scheduled for Monday – participants will be engaged in the main ICANN Meeting’s events.

Tuesday, 3rd March

General Assemblies of all Regional At-Large Organisations (“RALOs”)

Melia Reforma Hotel Meeting Rooms, 09:00 – 13:00

A main event in the calendar of all At-Large structures is the General Assembly of their RALO, where they discuss the issues at ICANN from the perspective of the unique needs of their regions, elect officers for the upcoming year, and elect members of the At-Large Advisory Committee.

GNSO User House Meeting

Sheraton Hotel, Room TBC, 13:00 – 14:00

The GNSO ‘User House’ – basically all the non-ICANN contracted parties (everyone except registrars and registries – is meeting to discuss issues of concern to all of them, including the structure of the GNSO going forward and the inclusion of the interests of individual Internet users in the GNSO’s work more directly than has been the case previously. 

In order to allow delegates to eat and attend the meeting, lunch will be provided and special shuttle services starting at 12:30 to take delegates from the Melia to the Sheraton to maximise the time available to participate in this meeting. Shuttles will also bring everyone back to the Melia for the continuation of the Working Group meetings that follow. Delegates who choose not to attend this meeting will be able to take luncheon at the Melia during the same period.
Policy Working Groups, Part 2 (Conclusion)

Melia Reforma Hotel Meeting Rooms, 14:00 – 16:15
The five policy working groups are tasked with drafting and coming to agreement on five statements on these important subjects during the course of the Summit. These sessions are a continuation of their meetings from Sunday, and this final session will be to complete work on any remaining outstanding elements of their statements so that they can be forwarded for ratification to the Closing General Session on Thursday morning

You may access the information about each Working Group from the links below:

· Working Group 1: At-Large Community Engagement in ICANN
· Working Group 2: The Future Structure and Governance of ICANN
· Working Group 3: New gTLDs including IDN gTLDs
· Working Group 4: ICANN Transparency and Accountability
· Working Group 5: DNS Security Issues within ICANN’s Remit
Thematic Sessions, Part 2

Melia Reforma Hotel Meeting Rooms, 16:30 – 18:00

The second half of the 10 90-minute Thematic Sessions will take place simultaneously in five separate meeting rooms.

Thematic Sessions are intended to educate and provoke dialogue on a specific issue and be focussed on the At-Large community; the subjects were proposed by members of At-Large and organised by them with staff support.

Wednesday, 4th March

eCrime and Abuse of the DNS: A Global Perspective

Sheraton Hotel, Main Meeting Room, 14:00 – 18:00

Cosponsored by the At-Large Summit, this public workshop is sure to be one of the major highlights of the entire ICANN 34th International Meeting. The Forum, composed of presentations, panel discussions, and breakout sessions of the participants, will explore how crime online works, how it relates to the DNS, and how various communities work together to respond to it. With substantial involvement in the session by At-Large experts from around the world, this session is a must-attend-event not just for Summit delegates but for all ICANN stakeholders.

Thursday, 5th March

Breakfast with the ICANN Board of Directors

Location TBC (Sheraton Hotel), 07:15 – 08:00

This is a chance for all Summit delegates to meet and break bread with the Board of Directors of ICANN. It will take place immediately before the Closing General Session at the Sheraton. 

Closing General Session

Sheraton Hotel, Main Meeting Room, 08:00 – 09:30
The At-Large Summit closing General Session will feature a tour-de-force of summit activities in a uniquely audiovisual style that should keep everyone’s attention. There will be plenty of thought-provoking material designed to stimulate thinking for the whole ICANN community. 

