
SOI for Nadira Al-Araj
I’m writing my statement of interest because the GNSO Policy Development Process (PDP)-Training Workshop came at the right time for my carefully planned ICANN journey.  I’m gradually developing my background on the hot policy topics that ICANN community currently discussing. This move will be as preparations for my next step within ICANN after ending the current role of ALAC representative to the NomCom by ICANN 65 in June 2019.  
I can easily say, that I’m not an amateur in ICANN PDP but my contributions are very low due to other ICANN and I* engagements. I know for anyone to be able to contribute effectively to any PDP, need to have the time to do the thorough background readings that lead to a full understanding of the different perspectives and aspects on the issue under discussion. 
One has to be realistic of their abilities and how to balance their time between personal duties,  bread earning and volunteerism.  That is why, my engagement in ICANN were of limited in nature such as working groups with scope in operations, organizational reviews, coaching, event program planning, and fellowship selection committee.  Also, sometimes, I volunteer in an ad-hoc working group for limited task and duration. For example, I’m currently, on a working group that was put together to identify APRALO community policy priorities.  
As for my first steps toward an active contribution to ICANN PDP started through my participation into At-Large Consolidated Policy Working Group (CPWG) that was initiated in July 2018. My contribution to the CPWG for ALAC comments was on the Community Prioritization/Applications section of the New gTLD Subsequent Procedures Initial Report.
I also actively participated in drafting ICANN 63 Middle East Space statement on Applicant Support Program for the new gTLD Subsequent Procedure. I will also be co-chairing the ME space for ICANN 64 and we will call for topics in January 2019. 
I will end my statement hoping that the deep dive of the GNSO policy selected topics for the training workshop will speed up my understanding of these high-interest issues to help my full engagement in the current policy working groups of the topics of my personal interest.  Hoping by the end of my NomCom role, I will be a pen holder for ICANN PDP.
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