Dear Colleagues:

The ICANN At-Large Staff, Regional Liaison for North America, and the Chair of the At-Large Advisory Committee would like to invite the North American ALS Community to a two-day meeting with the following proposed main agenda items: 

a) The formation of the Regional At-Large Organisation for North America – with a focus on the Memorandum of Understanding with ICANN, and the regional Operating Principles – the objective being the completion of both texts

b) The subjects of current concern to the community in the context of the wider debates in ICANN about the relationship between registrants and registrars, WHOIS privacy issues, the new GTLD process, and the External review of the At-Large Advisory Committee and community which is getting underway

Consumer Reports WebWatch (www.consumerwebwatch.org), an ALS candidate, has kindly offered to host the meeting on May 3 and 4 at the Consumers Union offices in Yonkers, New York. Remote participation facilities will be made available for those unable to come in person.

At this time, could each ALS send an email to travel-staff@atlarge-lists.icann.org informing us:

a) Can you come in person on that date – or will you appoint an alternate to come for your ALS??

b) If your ALS cannot attend in person, will you be able to attend remotely?

c) If you or your alternate is attending in person, let us know which city your trip would start and end at.

As is usual, ICANN will provide travel support to cover the travel, hotel, and subsistence costs of one person per ALS, or candidate ALS, to attend the meeting.  Further details will follow but you can assume that the arrival date would be 2 May evening and departure 5 May morning.

This meeting is not meant to replace the planned meeting of the North American ALS community in San Juan, Puerto Rico, at the end of June; it is meant to supplement that meeting, allowing the San Juan sessions to focus more on policy instead of RALO formation. 

Please send your information to: travel-staff@atlarge-lists.icann.org 

DEADLINE FOR RESPONDING: 15th APRIL 2007. In order to keep airfare costs down, if we do not hear from you before this date you will need to attend telephonically rather than in person, so please – get your RSVP in today!

After we receive your RSVP, you will be directed to the ICANN Travel Agent to book your ticket directly through them.

