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Greetings your Excellencies, and all. My name is Jimson Olufuye. I’m the Principal Consultant @ Kontemporary Konsulting Ltd, an IT consulting firm based in Abuja, Nigeria. We have been involved in the WSIS process since 2003. Through Kontemporary, I’d the privilege of founding, AfICTA in 2012. I’m currently the Chair of the Advisory Council of the Africa ICT Alliance - AfICTA. AfICTA is a concerned private sector-led alliance of ICT Associations, companies and professionals across Africa. We started with 6 countries but now in 43 countries in Africa.

AfICTA is an outcome of the WSIS as the African private sector’s response to the vision of the WSIS for a people centred, inclusive and development-oriented Information Society" Our vision is the fulfillment of the promise of the digital age for everyone in Africa. I’ve had the privilege of serving  in the CSTD Working groups on improvement to the IGF, Enhanced Cooperation and the UN SG MAG. AfICTA collaborates with UNECA, AU and other stakeholder groups across Africa to advance the WSIS vision.

We believe the WSIS has prospered our world in all aspects of life with the Geneva Declarations on Action Lines and Targets and the Tunis agenda on IGF which has become a veritable platform for capacity development on the digital, networking, sharing of best practices and evolving new businesses, etc. As a matter of fact, the WSIS efforts in fostering access, connectivity and multi-stakeholder engagements have added more than $10tr dollars to the global economy (Oxford, 2020). So, over the past 20 years, the WSIS vision has served our world well!

Priorities & Challenges
1. We note that the Annual WSIS reviews are mostly handled by the regional Economic commissions in their regions. There is a need for in-country annual review as the SDGs 2030 target approaches.  Therefore, we urge states who are yet to operationalise annual WSIS Forum to do so in conjunction with IGF, EC, and GDC.
2. That the annual WSIS Forum be reviewed with the WSIS Action Lines and Targets; IGF outcomes and the GDC objectives in view of the expectations on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
3. Kontemporary Konsulting Ltd  considers artificial intelligence as an eApplication. As such, it can be appended to WSIS Action line C7 along with the other eApplications or be taken as part of the eApplication without any other additions.
4. We proposed that the mandate of the IGF be renewed for another 10 years or made permanent within the UN system
5. We also believe that while the IGF per Para 72-82 of the Tunis Agenda is fully operational, Enhanced Cooperation (per paragraph 68-71) is already operational in the UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) and in other fora e.g. Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN). As such, CSTD should be documented as the primary home of Enhanced Cooperation (EC).

How can cooperation through the WSIS mechanisms, including multistakeholder dialogue and recently adopted the Global Digital Compact, enhance coherence in digital governance?

We further submit that
6. The Global Digital Compact (GDC), an Annex of the Pact for the Future, is a derivative of the WSIS and, as such, should be reviewed during the WSIS, IGF and CSTD meetings.
7. Therefore, in country SDG offices should be part of the discussion processes going forward.
8. In addition, the processes of engagement on WSIS matters should reflect the Sao Paulo Multi-stakeholder Statement which provided guidelines for meaning Multistakeholder (government, the private sector, civil society, the technical and academic communities and youths) engagement on Internet Governance and digital policy matters.

Thank you.
